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and the author of this article
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the work of the Korean Yoon
Cho. Cho's marriage brought
her to Austin, Her three works
tell a typically American story
of immigration, assimilation
and adaptation. Hair in the
Box, 2007 and Haircut, 2007

Yoon Cho
Installation view of works

belong together. Haircul is a split-screen video of Cho and her husband basically

getting the same haircut. The change and sacrifice are bigger on her side for she had Mn.::mu

long hair before. The profile position is reminiscent of the famous wedding portrait of

Federico da Montefeltro and Battista Sforza by Piero Della Francesca [(1465-66, Uffizi, Beeville

Florence), Hair in the Box shows still photos of the two spouses getting their hair cut Art
Muscum

and enshrines the fallen hair like relics.

Cutting one’s hair can represent a new beginning or catharsis but cutting hair can
also be seen as an act of humiliation. The photos and the video are, however, also

very personal memaories of a decisive moment in individual lives, Much more complex

is Cho's 2007 video How to Spell My Name. Projected on the wall we see a
chessboard of changing little screens. In each field of the grid, a friend or
acqualntance of the artist tells the story of how to spell thelr name and how they
feel, what they experience living in the United States, The perceptive viewer and
listener will notice that Cho weaves individual narratives that form a universal
experience. Perfectly adapting form to content, the voices overlap when their stories

share a universal experience and become distinct when it is an individual's story.
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